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Cohesion

Cohesion: the flow within a paragraph; the sentence-to-sentence logic of a paragraph that
helps the reader understand the relationships between your ideas

Why is cobesion important?

Cohesive writing flows logically from one point to the next so that the reader easily
transitions throughout the piece and understands how your thoughts are related to each
other.

Techniques for creating cobesion:

Begin with familiar; end with new

- Start each sentence or paragraph with information that you’ve already
touched on or ideas the reader already knows. Use your sentence openings to
refer back to old information. Do not begin with new information or
technical knowledge.

- Include your new information, or information that the reader could not have
anticipated, in the second half of the sentence.

- Counterintuitive: The impulse is to put new information at the beginning of a
sentence, in order to highlight it, but highlighting is ineffective if the reader
doesn’t know how or why new information is important. Besides, we best
remember what we read last.

Transitions
- Transitional words and expressions (ex. furthermore, in conclusion, however,
etc.) show the logical relationships between two sentences.

Repetition
- Repeating key terms, concepts, and phrases and using synonyms will help the
reader understand your development of your topic and help keep you
focused on what you’re writing about.

Parallel Sentence Patterns
- Using the same sentence structure in two sentences will help your reader
understand how the information in those sentences is supposed to be
compared

Practice
Read through the following introductory paragraph. Then answer the questions below
about cohesion.

It does not take long for the issue of camaraderie to appear within Erich Remarque’s
novel All Quiet on the Western Front. The book’s first word, the pronoun “We”,
arguably points to Paul’s small group of friends, and not his company within the
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German army, as it’s antecedent (1929, 1). Later, the end of the novel also concerns
itself with wartime companionship. Having outlived his comrades, Paul supposes that
the “months and years” of struggle “can take nothing more” from his lonely
semblance of a life (Remarque, 1929, 295). In his loneliness, Paul remembers
camaraderie as the solitary silver lining on the atrocity of total war. Indeed,
camaraderie is what Remarque calls the “finest thing that arose out of the war”
(Remarque, 1929, 27). However, the friendships forged in the flames of war had a
shielding effect that was both helpful and detrimental to the soldiers. This close
companionship served to insulate the soldiers not only from the trauma of day to day
life in the trenches but also from any semblance of normalcy they could hope to
regain upon returning home.

1. Underline three sentences where the author started the sentence with familiar
information and ended it with new information.

2. Cross out the transition words and expressions used in the paragraph. Now re-
read it and see if the writing makes as much sense to you.

3. Circle every word or phrase that repeats the idea of camaraderie.

4. Draw a box around the two sentences that reflect parallel sentence structure.

Write a short, cohesive paragraph that includes these words: ocean, boat, beach, fish. Be
sure to use the cohesion techniques outlined above.
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